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Abstract

The Red Child:New Reader as an Early Korean Heritage
Language Textbook in the 1920s Soviet Union: A Study of
Volumes 1-4

Han, HaLim
(Hanbat National University)

This study examines the educational content and textual organization of
The Red Child: New Reader, Volume 1, Parts 1 and 2, and Volumes 2 -
4, published between 1924 and 1927. Volume 1, Part 1 presents Hangul
letters, syllables, basic vocabulary, and short sentences. The subsequent
volumes contain reading materials on everyday life as well as social and
ideological topics. The selected examples also show the use of Hanja,
vocabulary explanations, illustrations, and diagrams. Produced within the
context of Soviet policies concerning minority languages and education, the
series combines elementary literacy instruction with the transmission of
knowledge and socialist values. Examined from a heritage language
education perspective, it provides evidence of early Korean reading
materials for children in the Soviet Far East. The analysis describes the
organization of the series; it does not establish learners’ proficiency levels

or the textbooks’ instructional effectiveness.

Keywords: Gye Bong-woo, Korean Language Education for Overseas Koreans,
Heritage Language Education, Dokbon-style Textbook, Korean

Language Textbook
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