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Abstract

The Movement to Attract Secondary Schools in the Gangneung
Region and the Development of Colonial Educational
Distribution during the Japanese Colonial Period

Kim, Heun
(Institute of ChunCheon Studies)

This study analyzes the establishment of secondary schools in the
Gangneung region during the Japanese colonial period as a dynamic
confrontation and compromise between colonial suppression policies and
the autonomous agency of the local community. In the early 1920s,
Gangneung actively sought to attract a government-established Higher
Common School (Gobo). However, this attempt was thwarted by the
Government-General’s “one Gobo per province” policy and administrative
favoritism toward the provincial capital, Chuncheon. Consequently, the
local movement fractured into campaigns for a private Gobo and the
relocation of Chuncheon Agricultural School, eventually converging under
administrative intervention into the establishment of the three-year,
Eul-jong (Class B) Gangneung Agricultural School in 1928. Nevertheless,
the Eul-jong classification imposed structural discriminations in higher
education access and employment. Despite persistent local petitions for
elevation, its promotion to a five-year Gap-jong (Class A) status was only
realized in 1939 due to wartime human resource mobilization. Crucially,
the financial foundation was derived not from state funding, but from local
community assets —such as Hyanggyo estates, the liquidation of communal
model farms, and head-tax quotas imposed on the working class.

Ultimately, Gangneung’s secondary education movement illustrates a
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colonial compromise founded on a “double shifting of burdens,” wherein

the state shifted financial responsibilities onto the locality, and the local

landed elites subsequently shifted them onto the impoverished class.

Keywords: Gangneung, Secondary School Attraction Movement, Higher Common
School, Double Shifting of Burdens,

School, Eul-jong Agricultural

Colonial Educational Distribution

71
a

e

SR TS

Db

e
b

Sty

REQH: honey66@cccc.or.kr

ES
5

iy

S

SET 2026. 8. 17. / MAIRIEY 2026. 9. 5. / AIKHAXEY 2026. 9. 15.

T



