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Abstract

A Study on the Significance of the “Lee Yong-ok Type” of
“Jijangbonpuri”

Kim, Yuha
(Korea University)

This study designates the variants of the Jeju narrative shamanic song
“Jijangbonpuri” in which Jijang-agissi does not transform into a bird after
death as the “Lee Yong-ok Type” and examines their narrative
characteristics, origins, and significance from the perspective of interpretive
communication. Previous studies of “Jijangbonpuri” have primarily focused
on the “An Sa-in Version” as the representative text and sought to explain
the lack of narrative plausibility in its ending, in which Jijang-agissi,
despite having accumulated good deeds, transforms into a bird and is
driven away. However, a comparative analysis of fifteen versions,
including the recently published Kang Dae-won version, confirms the
existence of variants in which Jijang-agissi does not transform into a bird.
This variation can be understood as the result of the simbang (Jeju
shaman), who is both an interpretive reader of the text and a creative
transmitter, identifying with Jijang-agissi’s suffering and actively
responding to worshipers’ expectations of salvation. In the “Lee Yong-ok
Type,” Jijang-agissi either takes up residence as Tongbucheo or Ksitigarbha
Bodhisattva, or remains human. These endings respond to worshipers’
expectations while also evoking the possibility that an unjust reality can be
overcome and mutual salvation achieved through active engagement with

others.
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