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Abstract

Textbook Narratives of Ancient Korean History and the
Provisional Nature of Historical Interpretation

Kim, Sunghyun
(Seoul National University)

This study examines how tentative statements convey the provisional
nature of historical interpretation in the ancient Korean history sections of
middle school History 2 textbooks under the 2015 and 2022 Revised
National Curricula and suggests improvements.

Compared with state-authored textbooks, these textbooks more often
acknowledged this provisional nature. Most, however, offered single
conjectures without evidence or alternatives and concerned artifacts and
archaeological sites outside the main text.

Historically significant topics should appear in the main text according
to scholarly debate and students’ understanding. Japanese accounts of the
Yamatai polity show how competing interpretations and unresolved issues
can be presented concisely. Textbooks should also distinguish source-based
findings, interpretations, and unresolved questions while noting that their
narratives rely on surviving sources and current scholarship.

Such statements can strengthen textbook credibility and show how

historical knowledge is formed and revised.

Keywords: Ancient Korean History, History Textbooks, Historical Interpretation,

Provisional Nature, Tentative Statements
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