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Abstract

Patterns of Change in the Production and Distribution Structures
of Jeju Yangtae in the 18th and 19th Centuries

Kim, Na-young
(Jeju Special Self-Governing Province)

This study traces, from a diachronic perspective, the process by which
the production, collection, and distribution structures of “Jeju Yangtae” in
the 18th and 19th centuries were reorganized from a government-run
collection system to a private distribution network, and ultimately to a
market-competitive structure dominated by “Dogo” capital.

On Jeju, where grain self-sufficiency was difficult to achieve, Yangtae
was adopted as a government-mandated tax commodity to facilitate the
repayment of advance grain loans. Following the institutionalization of the
Daebong (substitute payment) system in 1727 (the 3rd year of King
Yeongjo’s reign), it was collected through a government-run repurchase
system centered on the Naripo Granary. However, as this system became
largely ineffective due to structural limitations in finance and logistics, the
trade in yangtae expanded from the late 18th century onward, centered on
a private distribution network that connected the Yangdaejeon market in
Hanyang and markets nationwide, with Gangjin and Haenam serving as
collection centers.

Meanwhile, by the 19th century, Jeju’s yangtae handicraft industry faced
a threefold structural crisis. This was due to the overlapping crises of
market access —caused by the monopolistic practices of Kaesong merchants
and the shifting of losses onto the market stalls following the Sinhae Trade

Opening —a raw material crisis resulting from the outflow and depletion of
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the indigenous raw material, arrow bamboo (jeonjuk)—and a market
competition crisis stemming from the rise of yangtae production in
Tongyeong and Gimje. This complex crisis led to the rapid decline of
Jeju’'s bamboo hat craftsmanship, and the resulting socioeconomic
contradictions erupted in the Yangjehae Rebellion of 1813 (the 13th year
of King Sunjo’s reign) and the Im-sul Jeju Peasants’ Uprising of 1862 (the
13th year of King Cheoljong’s reign). Thus, the history of Jeju yangtae
represents a process in which macro-level shifts —namely, the development
of the commodity-money economy and the expansion of Dogo capital
during the late Joseon period —were projected onto and refracted through
the island’s production centers. It illustrates a facet of Jeju’s socioeconomic
history in which contradictions within the distribution structure ultimately

led to a crisis in the production base and popular resistance.

Keywords: Jeju Yangtae, ljeon—-gok, Naripo Chang, drifting, market merchants,

Gyeonggang merchants, Dogo, Tongyeong hats
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